An open letter to the people of Polperro……….

It is with deep regret that I have to tell you that on Sunday 25th May 2008 St. John’s church closed its doors, and will sadly have to remain closed for the time being.

    The church has recently experienced a rapid decline in the condition of the interior walls and as a result we were obliged to call in our insurers for a risk management report. As a result of that report our insurers have withdrawn our public liability cover which means the church can no longer be used for worship or be left open for visitors. The report identified a list of structural repairs that are far beyond the means of the Parish Church Council, and so we thought it important that the people of the village should know the reason for closure and understand the difficulties we are facing.

     I know that the church, despite its very small regular congregation, is still at the heart of the village; so many weddings, funerals and baptisms have taken place there over the years, there can be few villagers who have not at some time been through the doors. Many people tell me that they like to hear the clock, and in the last year we have mounted the history exhibition which locals and visitors alike have enjoyed. 
      Please be reassured that nothing will happen to the church for the time being. We have removed all the valuable items from it and it will simply be left locked with regular security checks taking place. For now, the Church Council and the ladies who have faithfully tended the church over many years need some time to think about what the future holds for St. John’s. If you wish to contact me I would be pleased to hear from you.

                                                                Revd. Linda Smith

Tel. 01503 272640

Email: trelawnevicarage@tiscali.co.uk

